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ABOUT THE NEW LEDITOR

by f.T.i,.m:'-‘ﬁ.b’._éf.O.Cld?Ed

Ken Rogers is seventeen and woric for the Daily Express in london. For
about a year he lias heen Secretary of the newly-formed Bnlield UFC Iavest-
igation Society, and wore recently has also become Secrevary of tae En,lish
sssociation of International 3ky Scouts, an orjganisativn which talies an
jinterest in leys as well as UOs and other related subjects. However, «lthough
he was iuntroduced to cur subject Lhrou h its conicection witih the UFO enigna,
he has row becoue intercsted in leys as a subject in themselves.

The previous wuwditor of LH, Philip Heselton, will still be taliding an
1ntefest in leys anda will wrooqbly write .rticleo For future editions of
this ma_azine, althou: n university worlk has prevented him from coutinuing
as aditor. He is Hlar 7 shortly to bring out a small Ho.klet _diving a
survey ol all tihe lﬁvg in LPILJLA.

EDITORIAL

Althouzh I thinlk the two arce very much connccted, I
roven beyond doubt, try and keep the subject ol leys se
oxtlioteny.

shall, until
pe rate froil

I will try my best to keep the Ley Hunter up to the good standards
set by the previous editor, Philip ileselton.

I would be very grateiul if reuaders would send in articles, letters
and coxlents for this mazoazine, I hope shortly that our renreseutatives
abroad will be able to send in material on leys in their particular countrye.

It should prove very interesting ifi Stewart IMiller of Cambridge
University does use the “'Titan® computer on leys. By feeding Witan with
tie grid-references of all the prehistoric sites in Britain, it will not
only prove that leys are NOT due to chance, but should also yield forth
nore, even accurate alignments,

Unfortunately we shall nct know the outcome of this new 'streamline’
exveriwent for sometiie due to the lengthy teask of working out the
various grid references and programuing the Tindings into the computer
on punched tane,

Po5y Para. 12 "gunfan;
ing" whould ; i
Pedy Para. 4 "fort" ghould — f;z:t::seafaring.'

i v in both ecases,
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"FENLAND _PAST AND PRESENT®

e —

by Flight-Sergeant liichael Davidson

jatkins mentions field work as the essenticl complement to Map work, he
could well heve added boolk work, for the more one knovs of the local folk 8
lore, history and place names of a district the more clues one has in Ley
funtinge Often too one piclks up information that beacks up Uatkins theories,
as an example tie old talc of St.Cuthlac after wany wanderings, wmaking his
cell in a tuwmuvlus on one of the clay or -r vnl islands in tie Fens, where
Crowland ibbey now standsj; the site of the ori izinal cell being marked by a
Plaque.

-

This came from an interesting old book called “Fenlande Past and Present’
writtea by Miller and Skertchley in 1870. They don‘t build books like that
now, tiree inches thick and heavy with it, but oifering the best of browsing:
taxe the deuth rate ner thousand in the Isle of &ly in 13567 -~ 12 died of Saall
pox, and a 109 from Diptheria, Measles and Scorlet Fever; they zlso had a rain
fall of 50 inches that year and onec is not surnrised to lear some o the
'noorer classes'’ had taken to onium eating.

However it's main interest lies in the fact that thoush written so long
before Jatkinos nublished #The 01d Straizht Tracky in 1925, the authors firmly
believed there to have been a road system before the Roman occupation, and
also that many so calied .loman towns were bhwilt on the site oi British or iiore
correctly Celtic omnes. On general terits they argue that the 3ritish werc a
cultured peonte, minting their own coinaze, and in a srosperous way of business
witlx the Continent before the occuwnation; not long after which Seneca lent
the Iceni 10 million 3Sesterces, uhich he was hordly likely to do without good
security. Caesar hinself remarks that the Jritish weire countless in aumber,
their dwelling awnurous, while Ptolomy tallis of 56 cities in existence which
could scarcely be all Roman. It is hardly likely that such a people had not
found roads a nccessity belore the iloasus cane.

That < e3 had them is born out by the ease with which Caesar »nenetrated -
into southiern Britain, ie had no time to huild roads himseli, while tlie

Britaius were &ble to asscuble very cuickly o wixed force of infantry, cavalry
and chariots a-ainst hime Jjist how large the quantity of chariots iuvolved
must hive been cen be jhdged by the fact that after the British comwnder

hac sent w away the main body of them , Caesar estiuctes 4000 were le.u to

watch his advance. There mus. nave been an awiul lot of traffic about that daye.
The authors sheak of ain old tradition that the Fosse and Icknield Yays, together
with Watling and Ermine Streets werc »Hre Roman, and that contempory archaeol-
ojists believed there to lhave heen four others, together witi o road encircling
the wihole coast line, traces of whiclh could then be seen near Boston,.

as to the Dritis’. ovigins of itoman stations they argue that Caescr in the
3ello Callico complimeats the SBritish on the giting of their Tortified towns
dwell defended, both by nature and by rt¥ and the ddfficulty vith which they
were taken, why then waste time building othersn when these were already to
nand, and most probably linked to other »Hlaces by ro .d?

continued



Perhaps more interesting is their argument that, granted they had knowledge
to build roads and massive fortifications, is it not possible that many of
the land drainage schemes attributced to the Ronans, vere alrcady in existence?
It is argued that the Treeks had often engazed in this work, the drainasge of
'hessaly being given as an example, that CGreel influence throush the cclony
at liwrseilles, penctrated into Horthern CGaul where their methods were emnloyed
hy the Belyic %auls for drainage purbvoscese. In fact when the lomons wanted
lebour for their Britisl: worlks they imported Belgic Cauls because they were
skilled in this viorik. Considcring the close ties which existed between tle
Pritish and the Gauls, and which ecventually led the Romans to invade Britain,
what is more nroba®le than that tecinical nnwledge had been eiichanged? If the
Greelr link seems tenuous, remember that the 3British coins were closc imitations
of the dracihmae of ilexander the CGreat.

To think of the Car Dyke, cxitcending from Liacoln down to Cambridge as native
work i3 hard, it scems too vast in concept, yet if it is Roman it is strange
that they should hove gsiven it a Toreign name, for the word Car is thie Celtic
for Ten: more likely thit the Rlomans strengthenced and improved something already
in existence. .1s to the vastness of the undertalzing the authors point to the
sreat remparted ditohes defenaing the Iclknield Way; the Devils Ditch is still
an inpressive siat, still sceven nmiles long after much of it has become lost
under ploushing. Modern authorities remain non commital as to the builders of
thesex ditches, and if anythin; inclinc to attribute them to the Saxons,chiefly
on the grounds of the vast nw-bors ol Saxon decad, Ffound Ifcllen in hattle ageinst
then. This seems a slight reason, since cven now, given an anti tanlt gzuan or two
to defend the road interscections, they would be a formidable obstacle, and the
Herciens may well have adowted an carlicr woric as a convenizsnt frontiers

This scems to be worth bearing in mind when leys strilke ancient drainege
schemes, it may not be co-incicdental.

Incidentally one of thesc ditches, the ¥lcan Lylke, provides the only
coavincing evideinice of a Ley froi the ficld wor!: aspect I have come across in
these parts. From a tuwavlus at LThriplow 7% rniles S. ol Cunbridze a line arawn
.. to Garboldisham nicets & other scperatce tusmuli, the foot of a circular
castle mound, close to Hijham Ch. and the jhaction of 2 Ronman roads, one a
tracl now, the other the A.17. The ley crosses the Flean Dyke at the Bediford
gap; an authorative worl: on the archaecology of this region does not mention
tinis brealzr, but does meation ¢ sinmilar jap to the B. as moderns The ditch is
filled ia to melie & causeway across the ditchi irell cble to take a wagon and
horses or a herd oif cattle, yet no modera farm trac!: uses it, no group of
buildings stands near by, even the division of crows is farther to the E. when

d
meen there were young crops growing and I couldn't see any sijn of a track at
this point; poszibly at other times this might showe Where the Ley.crosses the
Devilt®s Ditch to the N. no man is shown on the map, it aay be that this ditch
8 EEH g ]

was built leter, then ageain I do not have the blind faith ian the 0.2, I once

hed: althoush this is a recent man the zp in the Devil's Ditch cut to allow
aircraft to tiliz2 offd during the Var is not shoun cither.

I3
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A BUSSEN TosY HUNT

as B isiaca se aea ——n

by Geoifery Forrester and Nick Odell

Iost October we went from our homes respectively in dertlordshire and dssex,
to Ashington, a little village in Susse:. Our object was to pool our knourledge
in leys and the surreounding countryside and try to locote, oxasline, and if
possible prosve tile eulstence of as many leys as possible in the short time
available to us. iere follows a da y by day account of our worliz,

Saturday J1st Gctobe __j96b After having doac extensive map uork the nprevious
evening, we weni to the vilioge of Rocli. o did not find a rocl, but we did

find a very old symeirical wrrzngement of scoich pincs. These were in dircct
aliznment with one road in the ilock Cross Roads, but since no other alijnments
were g:en, this is most probably just coincidence. A few hundred yards further
clony; the A2k, is a wiece of Hationel Trust land, lknown as arren Hill. Here,

we had a ficld cday, for we fouand one louns barrow, several cluups of small tumuli,
not to meantion several clumps of scotci pines in »nromiunent places. The pines

are iatercsting, siuce thiBe arc no others we know of within fiwe milcs of these.
From mony of these noints, other allizning points could be scen.

monéay st fovember 1965: Ve weut on an ex lematory trip in the region of the
Cissbury :lings. Lhis canp ic one of the hishest moints in the rezion, and from
here we sightcd seviral leys. Ve maanaged to wallk along one or two foir a distance

and we are quite convinced about the e istcence of thase,

d
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Tuesdey 2ud Novenher 19””' On our returin home, with an hour to spare, we visited
the Horshair perish church, The Church of St Mary the Virgin, Horshau. The road
to the church was utLa"uﬂb and reiiained so for nearly a quorter of a mile. It
did not however align with the church tower or any external featurc of this
conparatively modern, 17th centurary churci. It éid howevcr alizn with the fort,
wiicli is well, being ..icli older than the church énd positionsd in place here

no fort would normally be placed, wes carved out of a solid block of a sandstone
not zound in the crec. This was just cryins out for iavestigation, as can be
ingeded by the reader, but we did not, unfortunacely have time to do thise.
Editor's note: I am sorry that the carefully drowa map accozpanying this
article has not appenred in the L.J. This is due to the fact that it would be
roether difficult to reprodue onto y stencils for printing. We have been able to
Print the iateresting account of the Sussex Ley Tunt.

Much publicity and interest has been attached to the new theory that Stonehenge
may have been built by very siilled astronomers, The nossible alignments between
stones and marker positions have already been shown to have detuiled relation-
ship with some eclinses and with the »ositions of the sun and moon throughout
the year, Now in the July-Aug edition of NAWURE, Professor Fred licyle has gone
a step further and shown that the 56 Aubrey holes which encircle the site can
be used to predict virtually every eclipse of the sun &nc moon. Professor Ioyle
in other words, is claiaing that Stonchenge was really a giaant pre-historic
compuier and astronomical observetory. For the intursted, a book is avcllgble
on this new theory cntitled VSTONLITSHNGE DiECODSD? by Professor Gerald luwhias.
(Souvenir Press,30/-)



Dear Sir,

. It is indecd useful to kxnow the degree of investigation of leys in
various purts of B,

I thini: it should be ncted that Ireland also hos its leys - oiten
perpetuated in plece nancs.

Do you find that when people canunot expnlain a phewromenon chcy rcsort
to ghosties or ranou]lnr or Things that go bump in the niht? I prefer to hold
that the phenomvndn nceds exzplaining till it is explecine?d,

How can a Great Isocolese Triansle orove that the coastructors were
other than folk with intelligence lilke the Phonecians or Chaldacns?

In one of the 014 Straight Traclt volwies there was a muathematicel
article on the impingement of the laws of chance on a proportion of the
allignments recorded. The same laws apnlied to _enuine leys which could show
that a tricugle of a certain size would andear 1n an overall given area.

Have you ever tested the laws of chance?
ilere i3 a scimple one - Toss a peany a hundred times and once in The hundred
times it will turn up seven times consccutively the same, cither scven hoeads
or scven tails and if it doesn't in one hundred times, it will do it twice
in two hundred times!

What has Atlantis to do with leys?i
My lote uvncle and L found a few lcys in Co. Down but we only toolt photos on
onc between Legonanny Cromlecl and Leestone Point throu;h the Hourue Mountaiise

There is an interesting ley Zron Ballyhaliiert, near Burr Point, to
the Lead wines at Conliy betweer Dangor and Hewtowaards. Another goes across
tiae uwwper end of Strangford Lousghe We were alerced to 1t by a local naie =
Crossnamuckleyl

In a1l cases e found that following the actual track most rewerding.
Ancieant and fillcd ian wel's not shown on 1 to the 5 and in oine case
a stnndinz stone Toraing part of the bank between two fieldsi - and, of course,
not shown o the 1'% mane.

Pleese deliuie fortuoteny' as I cannot Jind it in the 4
hristine Crosland Symms conucctin“ LZtlantis with leys rcads like coangecture,
AlfTred Vatkins dcalt with ten;ible facts and with what one can learn from
tiic accumulation of such ;actb.

Some of the writers in the 0.5.7. Club folios pointed out that a
nuaber of alijrwients foliowed sunrise on Beltane, Saupaine, and a third day
wiose nauwe I forvet.

Alignments of thiz order would bhe within the capabilities of sunfering
foliz, wnd &s a nuiwer o. leys go to the coest in T, Irvelendt the sursestion is
that sone at least werce used as trading routes,

1
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A. Hush Pinlay, Drumadillar, 56, Demesne Rozad, Holywood, Ce. Down

Dear Sir

he Church of S5. Feter aad Paul at leyt
your ”*“m111ter Report, is a good deal older T
Toundat ono arc anyway. It becane ‘collegiave’
lcnc1. There are traces of Norman work in the
there wes a 3axon cihurch here. Preseunt church

i
i

Dr. John Clecary--Balzer, 3, Devonish iload, ‘jecke,



