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Ken TioGers is seventeen and wor�c for the Daily Express in London. For 
about a year he has been Secretary of the newly-for�ed EnrielJ UFO Invest­
igation Society, and more �ccently has also become Secretary of the En�lish 
�·:..ssoci.: .. tion of International :3ky .Scout s , an or,:_;;tJ.nisati�_;n v1hich taJ:es an 
interest in leys· as well as UrOs and other relate� subjects. However, i�lthough 
he \rJas introduced to our subject throu:_:;h its co:J:E:ection vlith the U}.,O enigma, 
he has now becorue interested in leys as a subject in the�selveG. 

The previous �ditor of LH, Philin Heselton, will still be taking an 
interest in leys and. will j)robably w�ite <::-;.rticles for fut ure editions of 
this mc::�;:_:;c:.z=i.ne, althou:;-11 university '1.·rork has· prevented hir� fron cont i:r;.ui.ng 
as �d�tor. Hu is JlanDinc shortly to bring out a small bo . j�let �iving a 
survey of all the leys iu Britdin. 

EDITORIAL 

Althou;sh I thil1.k the -'c-vvo arc very much conncct:ed, I shall, until 
proven beyond doubt, try and keep the subj�ct of leys seperate frou 
o::;:·thoteny. 

I will try my best to keep the Ley Hunter 11.p to the good standa.rds 
set by the previous editor, Philip Heselton. 

I would be very �rdtciul if readers would send in articles, letters 
and co;uents for this magazine. I hope shortly that our representatives 
abroad will be able to send in material on leys in their particular country. 

It should prove very int erest int; if Stewart Hiller of Cambridge_ 
University doe s use the ;1Titan° cowputer on leys. By feeding '£i·can with 
the �rid-references of all the prehistoric sites in Dritain, it will not 
only prove that leys are NOT due to chance, but should Qlso yield forth 
mo1�e, even accurate ali��nments. 

Unfortunately we shall net knCrt.'J the outcome of this new 'streamline 9 
experL�ent i·or some time due to the lengthy tusk of working out the 
various grid r.e±'el�ences and pror?;ramming the findings into the computer 
on punched tape. 

-------------------------

ERRATA 
Po5, para. 12 "sun'£aring''; ahould P•4, para. 4 ��� t•• read "seafarJ.·n£10 '•'1 .1. or 1 should read 

b 
-----

"font"� in both eases. 



lla.tkins mentions field work as the es.sential conplement to :t-1ap ·1--rorlt, he 
could well hc.ve added book Ho�ck, for the more one l-tnm-;s of the local folk 
lore , history and place names of a district the more clues one has in Ley 
Hunting. Often too one picks up infol, .. matioE ·ch2.t bv.cks ·up \!u-Gkins theories, 
as an example the old talo of St .Guthlac after many \'1l£tndering,'s, :t.naking his 
cell in a tumulus on one of the clay or ��ravel island s in tl::.e Fen;;-;, where 
CI'O\·rland iJ..bbey noi-V' ste.nds; the site of the ori.sinal cell being marked by a 
plaque. 

This came from an interesting old boo!;.: called :lJ?enland. Past and Presei1t:7 
t·lri tte:n. by Miller and Skertchley in 1878. They don z t build 'books like that 
now, ·t�ree inches thick and heavy with it, but offerin� the best of browsinrr: 
take the death rate per thousand in the Isle of �ly in 1865 - 12 died of Small 
pox, and a 109 from Diptheria, Measle s and Scarlet Feve r ;  they ulso hdd u rain 
fall of 50 inches that year and one is not surprised to hear some of the 
:tpoorer classes�: had taken to OJ_Jiurn eating. 

Ho"t,Tever it 1 s 1:1ain interest lies in the i'ac·i; that though \1l"'itten so long 
before :'lutkin.s published nThe Old Straight Trci.ckn in 1925, the autl1ors firli1ly 
believed the:."e to l1ave been a road systern before the Homan occupation, aad 
also that many so ce.lJ.ed J.�oman to't-vns \·:e1·e built on the site o:f British or �·aore 
correctly Celtic ones. On general terms they argue that the Dritish were a 
cultured �eop�e, minting the ir own coinaze, and in a prosperous �ay of business 
with the Continent before the occupation; not lone after trl1ich Seneca lent 
the Iceni 10 million Sesterces, which he was h�rdly likely to do without good 
security. Caesar himself remo.rks that the :Jri tish 1:Je1·e countless in nu;.nber, 
their cl".-rel1ing· :numurous, while Ptolomy tall:s of 56 cities in existenc e l.•Thich 
could scarcely be u.ll Homan. It is hardly likely thc;.t such a people l1.ad not 
found roads a nGcessity be:fore the �i.{oH.S.:t.lS cc:une. 

That they had them is born out by the ease �Jith which Caesar penetrated 
into southern Dritain, he had no time to build roads himself, while the 
Britains \iere able to assort1blc va-::..�y quickly o. r.J.i:ced force o:f infantry, cavalry 
and chariots a.:·;ainst him. Jjl.st hou large the quaEti ty of chariots involved 
must have been can be jj.ldged by the fact that after tl1e J:3ri tish con}j·Klnder 
has se:;.1t -w away the main body of them , Caesar cstim.:.�tes 4-000 t,;ere left to 
vrntch his advance. �rhere mus � ha.vc been an avd'ul lot of tr�·-:f.fic about that day. 
The authors. s·oeak of an old tradition that the FoGse and I cknield 1'Inys, tocether 
\'Ii tl1 Ha tli:16· �nd Ermine Stl"eets vJero :;,Jre Homan; and thut contemp�l .. Y archaeol­
OGists' believed there to have been four .others, toGether with a roud encircling 
the whole coas t line, traces of which could then be seen near Boston. 

As to th� Dritis� ori�ins of Roman stations they ar�ue that Caesar in the 
Bello Gallico compliments the British on the siting of their fort ified towns 
11\vell defended, both by natur e and by < .rtn and the difficulty uith \··Jhich they 
were tG.ken, "t.vhy then Ha.ste time building otherc uhon these 11ere alr·eady to 
hand, and most probably li�ced to other places by ro\d? 

continl..1ed 



Perhaps more interestinG is their argument that, granted they had knowledge 
to build roads and nussive fortifications, is it not possib le that many of 
the land drainaGe schemes attributed to the Hogans, were already in existence? 

It is ar�ued that the Greeks had ofton engazed in this work, the drainage of 

Thessaly being given as an example, thut Greek influence t hrou3h the colony 
at lkrseilles, penetrated into Northern Gnul where their methods were em�loyed 
b3r tl".le Bel.sic :'�(-aEls for draina[:;e purpos es . In fact Hhen the nor:l2.llS '.Inntcd 
l&bour for their Dritish works t hey imported Delgic Gauls because they were 
skilled in this work. Considcrin� the close ties which exiGted between the 

British and the Gauls , und which eventually led the Uom�ns to invQde Britain, 
what is more probu�le than that technical knowledge hcid been exchungod? If the 
Greelr li:nlr- secn1s tenuous, remember that the Dritish c oins ·Here clo s e in.1itations 
of the drachmae of -'ile1:o.nder the Groat. 

To think of the Car Dyke.;, cztunding from Lincoln do\·Jn to Cambridse as nat ive 
work is hard, it seems too vast in concept, yet if it is Roman it is strange 
that they should h2vc giv�n it a foreicn name, for the word Car is the Ce ltic 

for li'en� more likely th,:·.t the Homans stron0·thened and improved somcthincs already 
in existence • .  .\s to the ve:1..stncss of th2 undertaking the authors point to the 
great r�mpartod dithhes defcn�ing the Icknield Nay; the Devils Ditch iu still 
an iBprcssive sis�t, still sovGn miles long after much of it has become lost 
unllor plou::;hin:::.;. Nodcrn authorities remain non cortl!Ui tal as to the b ui l ders of 
thesc:s ditches, �).nd if a:Llything incline to attribute them to the Sax:ons, chiefly 
on tl1e grounds of the vast nuj··bc;rs o�Z Sa:;:o11 dead, found fc.llc::n in ba.ttlo acdinst 
then. This seems a slight reason, since evan now, Given an unti taclc gun or two 

to defend the road intersections, they would be a formidable obstncle, and the 
Nercians may �ell h�ve adopted an earli8r vork as a convenient frontier. 

Thi.s scerns to be 1.-:orth bearing in mind. :..-rhcn leys strike ancient draina.:;e 
schcmos, it �ay not be co-incident al. 

Incidentally one of �hesc ditches, the FlcaB Dyke, proviQos the only 
convincin� cv�dcnce of a Lcy fro�1 the field war� aspect I have come across in 
thase parte. From a tumulus at Thriplow 7* miles S. o1 Caubrid�e a line drffiln 
N.E. to Garboldisham ntoetc 4 other scperatc tuauli, t he foot of a circular 
cast le mouild, clos3 to Hi.:_;ham Ch. a.nd the jjlnction of 2 �(oraun roads, on0' a 
traclr no1·.r, the other the A .11. The ley crosses the :::�'le tun Dyke at the Bedford 
gJp; an authorntivc work on the archaeology of this rcsion does not mention 
this break, but does mention ct similar �up to the E. us modern. The ditch is 
filled in to mcJ�e a causeway acroos the ditch �Jell &ble to t�ke a wagon and 
horccs or a herd of cattle, yet no nodcril farm trac� uses it , no group of 
buildin�s stands near by, even the division of crops is farther to the E. when 
seen there were younu crops �rowine and I couldn't see any s{�n of a track at 
this point; pos,sibly at oti1er times this might shoi:J. Hhere the Ley .crosses the 
Dcvilvs Ditch to the ·N. no �ap i� shown on the map, it �ay be that· this ditch 
was buili l�te r , then again I do not have the blind f�ith in th8 o.s. I once 

had: althou�h this is a recent map the �ap in the Devil 1 s Ditch cut to allow 
aircraft to t.:..J;:::; o:!:::C durin.-:; the l1ar is not shoHn cithel .... 

o-0-o 



A SU3SEX LEY HUNT 
........................ _ ...... _ ... .,. ___ ..-...� ·-··· ·- ----�-� 

£Y_.'!e_c:_�_fy_r_Y. _]'_o_r.r.e.?.t�c.r_ P.._D:d . .l'I.i_cJ� . .  0.4.el:� 
L:lst Octob e r  ue 1.r1ent from our homes respecti .. "rely in Hcrt:�·o��:1shire a.:11d :6scex, 

to Ashington, a lit tle village in Susse::. Our ob j..�cct vras to pool our k.l:wuled0e 
in leys and the Gurroundine countryside �nd try to loc�te, oxamine, and if 
possible proovc the e:.:::i.stancc of as lilany leys as �:or;sible in ·the short time 
available to us. Here follo\1/S a du.y by day account ol' our �1o:'l:. 

Sat.�.!'.d_ay _ _3_1 G.�. _O_c_to_b.�_r.�1_9_62: .:\.fter havinL; do :ne cxtensi vc map ViOrk the pre:vious 
evening ,  He 1Hent to the vil:J. .. :.-�ge of }{ocL�. ·::;e did not f:i.r�d a roe\-:, but "�.-Ie diLl 
find a very olll r.;ym0·i;ri.c2.l c.u·:r·c-:.nc;ement of scotch pines. These He:ce in direct 
ali;jnmcnt uith one rot�d in the .doch: Cross Hoads, hut since no other alit;nmcnts 
were 3�cn, this is most probably j�st coincidence. A few hundred yards further 
alon� the A24, iG a ?ieca of Ncitional Trust land, known as Uarren Hill. Here, 
we had a �ield day, for -,Je fouad one lo.il�� ba�·-'row � several cltLi.lps oi small tumuli, 
not ·i;o meat ion several clumps of scotch pines in proilliucnt plac es . The pines 
are interesting, si�ce th�Ec arc no others we know of within five miles of these. 
FrorJ. many of these points, other r:�lli.:;nin:; points could be seen. 

£·�o�nda;_y 1st ):�ovem_b_e�r. _:1_9§.5: 1-:e ·.;e�1t on an c::� _ lo:nD.t o ry trip in the re:.:;ion of the 
Cissbu�y 1�ngs. This camp is one of the hi�hest �oints in the �egion, and from 
here \'le sighted sev.)ra.l leys. He li.w.nagcd to -r.1alk along one or t"';o for a dis tance 
and ...,,Te o..re quite co:1vincc('_ about the e ist�ncc of these. 
Tuesday 2j_1d Novomher 19G5: On ow: return home, t,rith an hour to SlJc:l3'e, \..re visited 
th·o· ·Ho.rsh'a·i�i ·pa.rish .c.hu.rcl-1, 'rhc Church of St Hary the Virgin, IIorsha:.u. The road 
to the church v1a.s straic;h-G and rei'ilained so for nearly a qu.:-.rtc!' of a mile. It 
did not however align with the church tower or uny external feature of this 
com:paratively modern, 17th centurary church. It did ho\,revcr ali:�n Hith the fort, 
wllici1 is 'AJ-ell, bGip;_; , "ucl1 older than the church :G-1'-1 positioned in ;>lace :·�here 

no Zort ,._.·ould normally be placed, �·m.s carved out; of a solid block of a sandstone 

not l'uund i:.t tlle c.r c ,,_ . l'his �rJas iilst cryin;:::� out for inve:.;;tigation, as cdn be 
iu •. .-... ,serled by the reader, but ;,,re did not, unfortuna.·:.:.:cly l1<:2Ve tj_r.ue to do this. 
Editor's note: I arr1 sorry the .. t the carefully \.lrc:'.'.-!11 map accoJlJ?c�nyin:� this 
articYe- �:is-no-t an�)G��-.. -�·cd in the I,. E. This is due to -the fact tb.at it t-Jould be 
rather difficul·c t� re}_)l"'odue ontost encils for printing. t·Je have been able to 
print the interestinG account of the Sussex Ley Hunt. 

Huch publicity and interest has been <::tttached to the nevr theory that Stonehenge 
may have been built bu very sl;:illed astronoL1ers. The possible alignments betHeen 

stones and marker positions have. already been shown to have detai}ed relation­
ship uith some eclipses and 1'fith the positions of the sun and moon throughout 
the year. No-v.r in the July-Aug edition of NA'I'UnE, Professor J!'red }�oyle has gone 

a steu further and shoun that the 56 Aubrey holes which encircle the site can 
� P f n 1 be used to predict virtually every ecli�se of the sun and moon. ro ·essor �oy e 

in otheJ." l"'ords, is cl.-:1.irJing tl·J.D..t Stonehenr;c was really a g-:Lo..nt pre-:1istoric 
comnu�er and astronomical observatory. For the int0rsted, a book is available 
on this nc-vJ theory entitled ns1'0NBID�NGE D}1;COD.GD·; by Professor Gerald Ik::vrt:ins. 
(Souvenir Prcss,}O/-) 



Dear Sir, 

It is indecJ useful to know the degr�e of investigation of leys in 
various parts of GB. 

I thinl: it; sho uld be noted that Irel?.nd also hclS its leys - o�'-ten 
porpetu;·:...ted in plc.'.ce nam8s. 

Do you find that when people cunnot explain a phenomenon they resort 
to �h ?� ties or ghoulies or Things that go bump in the ni::;ht? I prefe i" tc hold 
t h .:.:c ·cne phcnone:rw.n needs explainin��- till it is expl�incd. 

How can u Great Isocolcse Triancle prove that the coilstructors were 
other than folk with int elliGe nc e like tbe Phonecinns or Chaldaens? 

In one of the Old Straight Track volumes there v:as a m;:�theFiatica.l 
article on the imp�.Lngement of the laws of chance on a pro · ) ortio n of the 
allignmcnts recorded. The c-;;o..me laws applied to : .. : enuine 

-
le; ... s which could .show 

that a triQngle of a c e rt ain size would ap�ear in an overall given area. 
Have you ever tested the laws of ��ance? 

Here is a siml'Jle one ·-· 1�oss a J?G�1ny a hundred ·:�ir:.1es and once =i_n the hundred 
times it will turn up seven times consecutively the same, either seven heads 
or seven tails and if it doesn't in one hundred times, it will do it twice 
in tNo hundred times! 

vlhat ha.s .(tlc::�ntis to do vJi th leys? 1 
Ny lo.te uncle and I found a :;:ew leys in Co. Down but 1rv""c only tool: photos on 
one between Legunanny Cromleck and Lcestone Point throu�h the Mourue Mountains. 

There is an intercstinc lcy froi··l Ballyhal:_:_iert, :<Jeax· Bu:t:·r Point, ·eo 
the Lead wines at C onli� between Danger and Newtowilards. Another goes across 
·c11e u:.:)per end of Stran0'fo1�c.1 Lou;:"5h• "l.rJe vJe-ee alertec� to it by a loca l naj .. le -
Cros.snamuckley! 

In all cases we founJ that followinc the actual track �ost rewcrdin�. 
Ancie::.rt and filled in T.1el.;.s no-t shou�.1 on In to the mile i::.1c�ps and in o:ne ca.se 
a standinG stoae foraing part of the b��: between two fi e lds ! - and, of c ourse, 
not sllo�.-Jn o · the 1 · j map. 

21caGc �a�iilc 'orthotony' as I cannot :ind it iil the dictiu��ry. 
Christine Croslcind Symrns connecting Atlantis with leys reads like �ondacture. 
Alfred �futkiLs dealt with tan;iblc f&cts and with what one can learn from 
the uccu�ulation of such facts. 

Some of the writers in the o.s.T. Club folios pointed out that a 
nuJ.1bar of nligru.:.1onts fol:i_01:'ied sunris e 011 Belt<.:1ne, Sar.1p0.ne, and a third day 
whose nahle I for�et. 

Alicnments of this order \"Tould be: vJithin the capc:"..bilities of sunf2.ring 
f'olJ.;:, <..d1d e,3 a nun1)-:..-:c o_,_ loys i��o to the coe.st in lT. Irol.::uhl tl1c su:��;�:_;t-?s"l:ioll is 
that some at least were uscQ as tradin� routes. 

A. Hu�-;·h r'inlay, DruruadiJ_lar, 56, Demesne Roe.d, HolyVJood, CQ. Do�tvn 

Dec..r Sir,_ 
The C�urch oi SS. Peter arid Paul at Heytes�ury, that you mentioned in 

your Fa.rTilin.ster :Report, is a good deal older tllan the 16th Centv.ry; the 
foundations arc Enyway. It bec::-tne :;collcciate-- in 11()5 cLbd v.ras :��E:JUrGT a little 
later. There are tr(:�ce::::: of Horman Hark in the c}E:tncel. i\s r·e��·D.rds Bishopstrovv, 
the:•.�() \i�'s 2. :3ci.�;:,:;n church here. :?rese1.1t cln.lx·ch vre::..d; up i11 1 T57 • 

Dr. John Clcary--Do..ker, 3, Devonish J�oad, He eke, 1:Ti:r.1chester, �Iu.m�c)shirG. 


